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Family-friendly deck boat does it all. 

S tingray Boats, based in Hartsville, South 
Carolina, is an independent privately 
owned boat builder with no ties to a 

major global corporation or any engine man
ufacturer. For the past 36 years, they have 
been leading the industry with a long and 
highly impressive list of "firsts". Stingray does 
their own thing, and they do it very, very well. 

So when they come out with a new 
model, you can be sure that it's not a reaction 
to something, but rather it 's been carefully 
researched, thought out, designed, and test
ed. Their newest model for 2017, the 186CC is 
a prime example. 

The 186CC features Stingray's Z-plane hull, 
so different in design that they obtained a 
patent for it back in 1991. The design delivers 
to the prop a truly undisturbed flow of water, 
not one that is aerated by bubbles caused by 
traditional strakes, so the 186CC can use less 
horsepower to produce the same speed. That 
saves you money when buying an engine, 
and on gas when you use it every day. 

The outboard of your choice is flanked by 
an integrated swim platform on either side, 
with a reboarding ladder to starboard that 
folds flush level with the deck. It's these sorts 
of little (but important) things that stand out 
and show the quality and care the Stingray 
designers put into every boat. 

Step through the transom, and you step 
into a full fiberglass lined self-draining cockpit 
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which thoughtfully uses every inch of the 90" 
beam. There's a well-padded stern bench 
seat for two just in front of the engine, and 
two additional outboard-mounted flip-up 
jump seats. All the upholstery is a soft marine 
grade high-quality vinyl. The centre console 
helm seat is built for two - because who 
wants their sweetie sitting alone somewhere 
else when you go out for an evening cruise? 
- and features a flip-fold seatback that's fea
tures the Stingray logo embroidered into the 
vinyl - a nice touch. There's a livewell under
neath the well-padded cushion seat base. 

Convenient rod storage is built into both 
the port and starboard sides under the gun
wales that are about 23 inches off the cockpit 
floor - that 's plenty of freeboard to take on 
some serious water. Speaking of rods, there 
are a dozen stainless rod holders positioned 
around the boat. 

The helm is set into a fiberglass (not 
formed plastic) console, with gleaming and 
beefy stainless grab bars all around, with a 
stainless wheel and steering knob, electron
ics and gauges to match your choice of out
board engine, and plenty of space to add 
your favourite aftermarket electronics. 

In front of the helm is a forward facing seat 
for two to curl up on and enjoy the exciting 
ride that the 186CC will deliver at top speed. 
Looking out over the bow, unencumbered 
by any windshield, this is about as close to 

the sensation offlying as free as a bird (to the 
next'honey-hole') as you can get as a human. 

The bow area features a flush-mounted 
pedestal seat base, under deck storage, a 
second livewell, and additional seating that 
bring the maximum capacity of the 186CC 
up to seven people. The foredeck is designed 
and pre-wired for a trolling motor. 

But the 186CC isn't just for fishing. After 
you've had your early morning alone time on 
the water going after the big one, spend the 
afternoon tubing and skiing with the family 
from the easily removable ski pylon that fits in 
just behind the aft bench seatback. And con
veniently placed throughout the boat you'll 
find a total of ten stainless cupholders, all well 
within reach of the seat beside them, to hold 
the juice boxes and water bottles, so there's 
no worries about taking the entire family out 
for a boat ride to the local ice-cream store 
after dinner! By Brad Roberts 

Stingray 
Leng!h 
Beam: 
Draft 

SPECIFICATIONS 
186CC 

19'1" I 5.72 m ----
90" I 2.25 m 

28" 
Dry weight: 2,300 lbs. I 1,045 kgs 
Fuel capacity: 34 gals I 130 L 

For more information 
www.stingrayboats.com 


