


The helm offers excellent sight lines and room to add 
aftermarket electronics.

PBC BOAT TEST #1313

hen independent boat builder 
Stingray Boats assigns a new 
project to their design team, 
it isn’t without careful con-
sideration, extensive market 

research, and considerable analysis. You 
don’t just throw an entirely new boat design 
– never mind an entirely new line of boats
– together in an afternoon because you’re
bored. I couldn’t pry exactly how much time 
had been invested out of any of the compa-
ny representatives that were on hand for the 
inaugural media testing day of the all new 
Stingray 212 SC Deck Boat, but judging from 
my test, it was substantial!

The 212 SC is the first model in what will 
be a whole new line for Stingray in addition 
to their existing sport boat, sport deck, and 
cuddy/cruiser lines. It’s a refreshing take on 
an old idea. Let’s take a look.

Dockside, the 212 SC layout looks new 
and different compared to existing deck 
boats on the market today. While it shares 
the open concept layout familiar to the spe-
cies, the 212 SC eliminates the walk-through 
windshield in favour of a removable wind-
screen in front of the console. I was first 
taken by the relative positioning of every-
thing in the boat: the bow deck is large but 
not overly, the forward seating is propor-
tionately the same as the aft seating area, 
the helm console sits aft of centre on the hull 
length and the stern swim platform admira-
bly brackets the outboard. Overall, the 212 
SC presents as a very well-balanced layout.

Climbing aboard at the stern, I was 
impressed that the swim platform was 
integrated into the hull – not a bolted on 
after-thought. I was curious what the two 

large storage hatches would reveal: ample 
access to the bilge pump, battery and 
plenty of additional wet storage space for 
gear beneath a removable liner. There’s a 
washdown shower to port and three-step 
stainless re-boarding ladder to starboard 
that personally I’d like to see hidden under a 
hatch to make that side of the platform use-
able for sitting with your feet in the water.

A slight step-over transom to starboard 
leads to the cockpit. Behind the stern bench 
seat there are no less than four cup holders 
and a spot for the removable ski tow bar. 
The l-shaped stern bench features a lovely 
high back seating surface, with easily remov-
able cushions and a built-in cooler with drain 
and storage areas underneath. It wraps up 
the portside to the port side entry stairs. Yes, 
stairs! The 212 SC is built on a traditional 
boat hull (more on that later) that creates a 
cockpit that is 28” deep at the helm. The port 
side entry stairs feature two hatches – one in 
each step – that lift to reveal generous stor-
age and a removable cooler. Just aft of the 
stairs there is a freshwater sink and a large 
removable trash receptacle (under a hatch) 
conveniently placed where literally every-
one can access it without having to move, 
or remove, anything. This carefully planned 
design creates a rear-facing seatback for the 
spotter directly opposite the helm seat – 
something lacking in some existing deck 
boat designs.

Moving forward, the forward port side 
bench faces the starboard side bench (both 
with storage underneath) to create a bow 
seating area where at least four adults could 
enjoy a floating lunch. The removable table 
stores neatly under the stern seat. 

All new deck boat delights.

W
By Brad Roberts

Stingray 
212 SC 

The forward seating area features two facing sofas with room for four 
adults to have dinner.

The large wet storage area under the for-
ward seat base conceals the ski-tow bar.
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The bow deck is accessed via a centreline 
step with cooler underneath. The deck area 
itself is the full beam width of the hull and 
is deep enough to sit on without feeling like 
you’ll fall in. There’s a two-step re-boarding 
ladder and anchor locker under a hatch, and 
a very well-placed pop-up cleat in the front 
face of the bow (not on the deck!) just above 
the stainless rub rail. There are two cup hold-
ers and a washdown shower here as well, 
and I’d go for the optional stereo remote 
that wasn’t on our test boat.

The full fiberglass liner is extended to the 
helm console which features a large change 
room that is well hidden behind a two-piece 
door, and that thanks to the wide chine foot-
print of the hull, allows you to step down 
below the cockpit floor for additional head-
room. When you order the 212 SC remem-
ber to include the optional porta-pottie to 

make this a true all-day cruiser. The helm 
itself features black-on-white gauges with 
plenty of room to add an aftermarket GPS/
chartplotter, or a fishfinder, to go along with 
the optional fishing package.

The Yamaha 150 outboard was audibly 
almost unnoticeable as I left the dock with 
a full boat of passengers all excited about 
getting their photo on the cover of Power 
Boating Canada! I took a few test runs to 
get used to the handling of the hull and find 
that sweet spot in the Z-plane hull that is 
a Stingray exclusive. Within minutes I was 
comfortable and loving the exceptionally 
smooth ride the 20 degree deadrise hull 
offered. I piloted the 212 SC through side 
sweeping turns and jumped wakes all while 
Debbie Packer snapped photos from the 
tower on the Stingray photo boat. You can 
see the smiles in the photos – what you can’t 
hear is the laughter and shrieks of joyful 
excitement – especially from my youngest 
passenger who asked for more! You also 
can’t hear the rattle of the bimini – because 
it didn’t, open or closed! I do like the full 
length stainless grab bars along the top of 
the gunwale besides all the seats, but in 
most cases they will be quite unnecessary. 

After the photo shoot was complete, I 
dropped my passengers back at the dock 
and ran the 212 SC through my usual test 
protocol alone. I mused about this all new 
hull on an all new deck boat – what would 
the compromise be? The ride is solid and 
silent – no rattles, no vibrations. The z-plane 

hull performs exactly as expected without 
the slightest hint that it’s not a true hon-
est to goodness runabout hull. Grinning to 
myself, I wrote in my notes “This isn’t your 
typical deck boat!” 

Fully loaded, the Yamaha F150’s 2670cc 
inline 4 cylinder powerplant delivered all the 
power I would want – although the 212 SC 
is rated for up to a 200hp engine, it doesn’t 
need it to delight both riders and captain! I 
recorded a hole-shot of 3.2 seconds with lit-
tle bow rise, and a top speed of over 45 mph 
on the analog gauge – which honestly felt 
faster given the open layout of the 212 SC. 

Stingray’s 212 SC is an all new breed that 
delightfully delivers on the promise of both 
space and performance in a day boat under 
22 feet. I’ll look great tied to your dock! h
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S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

Length:  21’ 11” / 6.7 m
Beam:  102” / 2.6 m
Draft:  31” / .78 m
Weight:  3100 lbs / 1409 lbs
Fuel Capacity:  57 gals / 216 litres
Water Capacity:  3 + 11 gals / 13 + 49 litres
Capacity:  12 persons
Maximum HP:  200

For more information:  
Stingray Boats
Hartsville, SC. 

1-843-383-4507
www.stingrayboats.com 

The aft seating area features a rear-facing spotters seat and freshwater sink.

There’s a cooler with drain under the aft bench 
seat.

The changeroom converts to a head with the 
optional porta-pottie.


