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UNIQUE FACTOR
 Normally, we list the MSRP of a 
boat at the end of a review, after extol-
ling the vessel’s virtues, in order to 
give you some hope that your dream-
boat could be your reality boat. No 
need for delay or burying the lead 
here, because the price of a Stingray 
is $17,995, and that includes a $2,000 
trailer. There goes your excuse for not 
hooking your family up with a new 
boat.
 One thing that makes Stingray 

such a success is that it stays within 
its niche. Instead of offering boats 
from 18 to 60 feet with every possible 
permutation in between, Stingray has 
focused on building trailerable 18- to 
25-foot boats that provide great bang 
for the buck as well as some giddy-up. 
Since the late 1990s, Stingray Boats 
has specialized in sterndrive boats — 
until last year, when it began offering 
outboard-powered boats as a lower-
cost alternative to catalyst-mandated 
sterndrives. And this year, those 

choices are expanded with the 191RX 
Outboard.

PERFORMANCE
 The bane of “price boats” is that they 
are usually underpowered, leaving 
owners wanting more than they got, 
and you might imagine that to be the 
case here when you see the two-digit 
— 90 hp — Mercury FourStroke on 
the transom of the 19-foot, 3-inch 
bowrider, seemingly making it the 
poster child for the “wanting more” 
thesis. You’d think that, if you don’t 
know anything about Stingray. 
Owner Al Fink is a speed guy, who 
is often seen at Darlington Dragway, 
schooling the younger generation in 
his replica 1963 Stingray (what else?) 
Top Eliminator dragster. So the basic 
rule is: If it has the Stingray badge on 

it, it has to perform well.
 Credit the patented Z-plane hull 
for doing the heavy lifting to carry 
the Merc 90 to new speeds. 
 Well that’s not entirely true. Doing 
some research, we found another boat 
that almost perfectly matched the 
numbers the 191RX achieved during 
our test: the aluminum Crestliner 1850 
SC Spitfi re. The Stingray/Crestliner 
times to 30 mph were 7.4 seconds 
and 7.2 seconds, and the top speeds 
were 43.5 mph and 43.3 mph. There 
was one major difference between 
the two boats: The Stingray weighs 
2,219 pounds while the Crestliner 
tips the scales at 970 pounds, a whop-
ping difference of 1,249 pounds. Fuel 
economy was surprisingly close, too, 
with the Stingray achieving 6.4 mpg 
and the Crestliner getting 7.4 mpg. 
Mercury’s test numbers didn’t include 
time to plane for the Crestliner, but it 
probably wasn’t much different than 
the 191’s time of 3.2 seconds.

HANdLING
  We had two test sessions with the 
191RX — one in placid, pre-sunset 
conditions and the other with the 
wind howling. We found the 191RX 
had very little bowrise coming out 
of the hole. One of the most useful 
features on our test boat is Zero 
Torque steering, which negates prop 
torque when cruising in a straight 
line. You can partially negate prop 
torque by trimming the engine up, 

but you will still feel its persistent 
tug, which will tire your arm after 
a long day of running. Even without 
hydraulic steering, the 191 is easy to 
turn, although left-handers will fi nd 
it easier, because they’re turning with 
the torque. There is a bit of ventilation 
toward the end of really hard turns, 
but the hull sticks well enough to 
impress your riders.
 When we videotaped running 
shots the next day, conditions on 
South Carolina’s Lake Robinson were 
snotty. A 1-foot chop doesn’t sound 
like much, but if the waves are really 
steep they’re akin to running over a 
1-foot-high speed bump in your car. 
In my notes, I wrote “really smooth 
over the chop.” When I watched the 
video later, I was amazed at how level 
the boat ran, with very little up and 
down bow movement. A lot of sub-20-
footers have fairly fl at bottoms, but 
the 191RX sports a healthy 19 degrees 
of deadrise at the stern, which 
accounted for its smooth ride.

BEST USES
 For a 19-footer, the 191RX has a 
generous eight-passenger capacity 
and a place to seat everyone with a 
full-beam stern bench, bowrider seats 
and twin adjustable crew seats that 
can swivel 180 degrees. The uphol-
stery is the same premium 36-ounce 
PreFixx-coated vinyl as on Stingray’s 
more upscale models. Twenty-ounce 
carpeting also comes standard. Up 

Builder: stinGraY Boats; stinGraYBoats.coM 

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

lenGth 19 ft., 3 in. BeaM 7 ft., 7 in.
deadrise 19 degrees caPacitY 8 people
drY WeiGht (hull) 2,219 lbs.
Fuel caPacitY 34 gals.
MaX hP 90 (115 w/lX Package)

P e r F o r M a n c e
 MPh  rPM  dBa
PeaK 43.5  5800  92
cruise 25.8 4000 83
tiMe to Plane   3.2 secs.
tiMe to 30 MPh   7.4 secs.

P o W e r 
test Mercury 90 Fourstroke
cYlinders in-line 4 disPlaceMent 1.7l
WeiGht W/outdriVe 399 lbs.
Wot ranGe 5500-6000 rpm
Base Price W/test PoWer $17,995

Value-added standard Features: sin-
gle-axle trailer, led cockpit lighting, 12v 
plug, stainless steel cleats, cooler, carpet-
ing, 36-ounce PreFixx-coated vinyl  

Must-haVe oPtions: removable ski pylon, 
MP3 stereo, bilge pump, Bimini top, sun-
brella cockpit and bow cover

scan the Qr code or go to 
boatingworld.com to watch 
a video of this boat.

Video: Stingray 191 RX
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Kaywa Link: http://qr.kaywa.com/?l=1&s=8&d=http%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FiCRsNwiGMdQ
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  A healthy 19 degrees of deadrise at the stern of the patented Z-plane hull 
provides a smooth ride, even in a chop.

TESTEd  STINGRAY 191RX OUTBOARd

front, the bow-riding recliners have 
a generous amount of tilt for comfort 
and enough legroom for a 6-footer 
to stretch out. There’s no dedicated 
anchor locker, but Stingray gives you 
a centerline cleat for an even pull at 
anchor and a cooler for passenger 
refreshment.
 If you are into watersports, you’ll 
need to add the optional remov-
able stainless steel ski pylon ($423). 
For reboarding there’s a two-step 
ladder that we wish were recessed 
so you could step aboard on the star-
board-side platformette or sit with 
your feet in the water at anchor. The 
other low-price sacrifi ce is that the 
centerline ski locker doesn’t have a 

Stingray’s newest outboard-
powered model will find a place 
in your heart without leaving 
a hole in your bank account.

W
ith boats, you usually have a choice of either great 
performance or low price, and seldom do the twain ever 
’twine. That is, unless your boat is built in Hartsville, 
S.C., home of Stingray Boats. For 2013, the 191RX is 
the new value leader in the marketplace that gives you 
what you really want at a blow-your-mind price.

BY ALAN JONES 

Just What 
the doctor 
Ordered



What we liked:
 Styling
 Low price and great value
 Roominess and passenger capacity
 Mercury outboard power
 Comfortable seating

What we would change:
We are buying a GPS and want to add a 
Bimini extension to cover the bow area.

Why we bought it:
Although I lived in Florida for 14 years 
before moving to New York, I was never 
a boater. Then I retired to Riverview, 
which is north of Tampa, and when we 
saw what a great area it is for boating, we 

wanted to take it up. We went 
to the Tampa Boat Show and 
did some comparison shop-
ping and didn’t see anything 
even close to the value of the 
Stingray. We’re having a blast 
learning to boat. So far, we’re 
taking it slow and being careful 
to learn the area. Our grown 
kids, Michele and Peter, live 
nearby and like to go out with 
us on sunset cruises where we 
often see the dolphins playing 
right next to the boat. So far, 
we’ve cruised to Tampa and the St. Pete 
Pier and plan excursions this summer to 
places such as Beer Can Island, which 
attracts lots of boats on the weekend. 

Having a boat has really enhanced our 
retirement experience, and we are really 
enjoying exploring the area and the chal-
lenge of boating. 

Owner Feedback 
Gary and Marie Niven, Riverview, Fla. Purchased at source one Marine, hudson, Fla.
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F E A T U R E S dam to keep it open. There’s 
more ski storage under the 
stern bench.

PREFERREd SETUP
 The 191RX has a price 
of $17,995, but to be happy 
you’ll need to add a grand 
for the Preferred Equipment 
Group, which bundles a 
host of must-have options 
at a vastly reduced price. 
Included are the MP3 sound 
system with remote port-
side control, a Sunbrella 
Bimini top, Zero Torque 
steering and an automatic/
manual bilge pump. No 
engine options are available 
with the RX Package, but 
if you step up to the more 
luxurious LX model, you can 
bump up to a Yamaha F115 
four-stroke and have the 
ability to add goodies such 
as the Fish & Ski Package. 
Sterndrive fans can purchase 
the 195RX for the same low 
price, which comes with a 
135 hp MerCruiser that has 
a catalytic converter and 
resides beneath a generous 
sunpad. BW 

  (Clockwise from 
top) A balanced floor-
plan gives bowriders 
plenty of room in front. 
A built-in cooler keeps 
beverages handy.
The tall walk-through 
windshield provides 
good wind protection. 
Hard to believe just 90 
hp pushes this boat to 
nearly 44 mph. The 
191RX features a gauge 
eyebrow, just like the 
more upscale models. 


