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TESTED

Stingray 192SC
Bennington 2575 QSD

Yamaha FX Cruiser SVHO
Yamaha VX Cruiser

$4.99 USA and Canada



ADD FLAIR TO YOUR WATERSPORTS GAME  //  FISHING GEAR: NEED IT OR WANT IT?  
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DAY 
TRIPPIN’
The editors take 
bicoastal PWC 
adventures

®
INSIDE THIS ISSUE: Sportboats, Deckboats, 

Wake Boats, Fish Boats, Pontoons and more!
THE LEADER IN RECREATIONAL TRAILERBOATING

HIGH(ER) 
TECH COMES 
TO YOUR 
HELM

THE 

DO-IT-ALL DASH



It’s really easy to turn the 
192SC into the boating 
equivalent of a Swiss Army 
knife. 

Playing With  
a Full Deck
The 192SC is a compact deckboat with loads of features 
and great performance at a price that won’t push 
your retirement date back a couple of years.
By AlAn Jones

Only a few years ago, you could make two generalizations about 
Stingrays: They were sterndrive-powered, and they were white. What a 
difference a couple of years makes, because now you see a wide variety 

of outboard-powered models in a rainbow of colors, as evidenced by our fire 
engine–red 192SC that was powered by a Yamaha F115. The one thing that hasn’t 
changed is the Z-plane hull, which continues to give you fantastic performance 
without having to resort to huge amounts of horsepower.

UniqUe Factor 
Boarding a 20-footer can some-

times be difficult, especially if you 
are commuting from a fixed wooden 
dock. Most times you either step on 
the upholstery or, in the case of a 
deckboat, the low foredeck. But the 
192SC takes a page from larger cruis-
ers with built-in boarding steps on 
the port side and nonskid surface on 
the wide gunwale to ease you into the 
process. There’s even room amidships 
for an abbreviated entertainment 

center with a sink, a standard push-
pump spigot and a tilt-out trash can.

One area where compact outboard-
powered deckboats usually suffer is 
swim platform room. But Stingray 
takes its platformettes and expands 
them to give people getting in and 
out of the water lots of room to roam. 
The three-step stainless steel ladder 

is cleanly recessed but not hidden by 
a hatch. There are even two storage 
tubs set into the platforms, which are 
removable for access to systems such 
as batteries and pumps.

PerFormance
Almost invariably, the Stingray I 

am given to test features the smallest 
engine available, to illustrate the 
efficiency of the Z-Plane hull, and 
the Yamaha F115 on the transom 
of our test boat bore that out. It 

even featured a more economical 
aluminum prop, which no doubt cost 
it a little performance. Dropping the 
throttle put the 192SC on plane in 3.7 
seconds with very little bowrise. In 
8.8 seconds, it accelerated to 30 mph, 
which proved to be a happy speed, 
with the Yamaha purring at 4500 
rpm. Top speed was 40.5 mph with 

two people on board and pond-like 
conditions on Lake Robinson, near 
Hartsville, S.C., where Stingrays are 
built (a little chop is actually better 
for tests). Performance data entries 
for this boat on stingrayboats.com 
showed a top speed of 43 mph when 
using a Mercury Black Max prop, 
and the graphs for the Yamaha F150 
convinced me the 115 is the horse-
power sweet spot. With the 35 extra 
horsepower, top speeds were between 
47 and 51 mph, which means the cost 
for an upgrade in power works out 
to about $100 a pony ($3,550) when 
going from a Mercury 115 FourStroke 
to a Mercury 150 FourStroke, which is 
the other brand Stingray will rig.

Handling
The biggest surprise of my test 

drive came after throwing the 192SC 
into a hard turn. I wasn’t surprised 
to see it carve an easy, beautiful 
arc on the still waters, since that’s a 
common trait of the brand, but I was 
pretty sure I would see a hydraulic 
steering system when I checked out 
the transom. Nope. It was a Uflex 
cable steering system that faked me 
out. Not only does it not pull hard to 
port like most cable steering systems, 
due to prop torque, but the ease of the 
turning effort — even when cranking 
it to the right against the spin of the 
prop — was truly amazing. But if 
you are going for the 150 hp option, I 
highly recommend hydraulic steering.

The 192SC’s hull has 20 degrees 
of deadrise, so it will be able to slice 
through the chop in style.

tested  Stingray 192SC

 tk caption goes here.

 (Clockwise from above) Captain 
comfort is high with a built-in 
footrest and flip-up bolster on the 
helm seat. The deckboat bow is 
wide to provide more passenger 
seating. large swim platformettes 
make it easy to enter and exit the 
water. Built-in boarding steps mean 
passengers won’t be stepping on 
your upholstery. An Igloo cooler 
in the starboard console holds the 
beverages.
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  O W N E R  F E E D B A C K

SPeCS
Length  20 ft., 1 in.  Beam  8 ft., 4 in.  Deadrise  20 degrees  Capacity  10 people   
Dry Weight (hull)  2,600 lbs.  Fuel Capacity 46 gals.  Max HP  150 

PerFormance  mph rpm dBA

 Peak  40.5  6000   92

 Cruise  29.7  4500  83

Time to Plane  3.7 sec.  Time to 30 mph  8.8 sec.

Power   Test Yamaha F115 four-stroke  Cylinders  In-line 4   Displacement  1.7L  Weight w/outdrive 401 
lbs.  WOT Range  5500-6000 rpm  Base Price w/test power  $34,769

Value-Added Standard Features: Marine stereo, Sunbrella Bimini top, Italian sport wheel, fire extinguisher, 
oversize cupholders, stainless steel ski tow, Igloo cooler, Uflex steering 

Must-Have Options: Trailer, snap-in carpeting, in-dash electronics, bow Bimini top, Fishing Package, bow 
filler cushion, wood cockpit table, hull color, bow and transom showers, pressurized spigot, hydraulic 
steering

Builder: Stingray Boats, stingrayboats.com

Financing: $249/month w/15% down and 6% interest for 15 years

Tom and Cindy Volkmar, 
Goose Creek, S.C.

Purchased at Butler Marine, 
Charleston, S.C.

ÐÐ W h a t Ð W e Ð l i k e d :
Quiet and powerful Yamaha F115 / Large 
amount of comfortable seating / Fishing 
Package / Ease of operation / Great 
handling / Large, well-braced Bimini top

ÐÐ W h a t Ð W e Ð W o u l d Ð c h a n g e :
Other than eventually getting a larger 
boat, we do a lot of sunset trips that go 
into nighttime, so we added a spotlight on 
the bow.

ÐÐ W h y Ð W e Ð b o u g h t Ð i t :
Other than doing some kayaking, 
my wife and I are new to boating. In 
Charleston, there’s so much water 
around us and I have more time now, so 
we decided to get a boat to entice our 
grown sons and their families to join us 
to create some family memories. We 
wanted something with lots of room, 
but being new to boating we wanted 
something that was easy to handle. The 
192SC is perfect for our area. There’s 
some open stretches of water here and 
our little deckboat handles the chop 
well. So far we really love boating, and 
it’s brought our family together for some 
great adventures, such as visiting Fort 
Sumter or just cruising around. We got 
the Fishing Package, and my buddies 
are dying to get me into fishing. My wife 
just bought me a grill, and I can’t wait 
to use it. The service at Butler Marine 
has been great. They know I’m a new 
boater and have really helped me get 
started and always make sure my boat’s 
maintenance is current.   

Best Uses
It’s really easy to turn the 192SC 

into the boating equivalent of a 
Swiss Army knife by adding a few 
items. Make watersports part of the 
program by adding the $500 ski 
pylon option. A centerline ski storage 
compartment comes standard. But 
the best wave of the option wand 
comes from adding the Fishing 
Package for $915. With it you get 
four transom rod holders, a livewell, 
a front-deck fishing seat and a plug 
for a trolling motor. The forward 
deck has plenty of room for casting or 
throwing a net, and you can even put 
another seat in the stern where the 
ski tow bar would go.

The beauty of the rod holders in 
the stern is they can also accept a 
wide variety of accessories, such as 
tables for snacks and a grill. A really 
classy option is the real wood table 
($346), which installs between the 
bowrider benches and is perfect for 
dining or game playing. There’s a 
handy cooler built into the step-up 
to the forward deck, and you can use 
the livewell under the stern bench for 
holding beverages when you aren’t 
fishing.

PreFerred setUP
The stock 192SC comes well 

equipped thanks to Stingray’s 
Convenience Package, which gives 
you $1,901 worth of goodies to start 

with. One of the most notable items 
is the gratis Sunbrella Bimini that 
has to be one of the best-braced tops 
in its class. Other great freebies, out 
of the 10 listed items, include the 
hour meter, LED cockpit lighting, a 
freshwater sink and an IglooMarine 
cooler. If shade is your thing, you 
can add a Bimini in the bow for total 
coverage. Another worthy addition is 
the filler cushion that turns the bow 
seating into a social arena. There are 
twin bowrider recliners, but I wish 
they had a bit more backrest angle. 
In the stern is an L-shaped lounge, 
which helps give the 192SC a seat 
for all 10 people it’s rated for. At the 
helm is a wraparound captain’s chair 
that’s wide enough for buffet-loving 
Americans like me and a dedicated 
spot in the center of the dash for a 
flush-mounted fishfinder/GPS. The 
only other option you need is the 
upscale Polk Audio 200-watt stereo 
upgrade ($1,162).

If a head compartment is a 
make-or-break item, Stingray 
makes a 212SC, which is almost 2 
feet longer and has a port-side head 
compartment. The 192SC starts 
at $34,769 with the Yamaha F115, 
but you can still get it equipped 
with every upgrade mentioned in 
this article (except electronics and 
a bigger engine) and still keep the 
MSRP below $40k. Now that’s a lot 
of deckboat for the money. BW
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