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»STINGRAY
234LR

PWCs RETROFITTED 
TO BE FISHING,  DIVING,
THRILL-RIDE MACHINES

DIY: SPRING•I•ZA•TION (noun): GET READY TO LAUNCH

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: SPORTBOATS, DECKBOATS, WAKE BOATS, FISH BOATS, PONTOONS AND MORE!

4 NEW BOATS TESTED:
• STINGRAY 234LR SPORT DECK 
• GRADY-WHITE CANYON 271 
• SEA-DOO GTX S 155 
• YAMAHA FX CRUISER FAMILY

BoatingWorld
MACRO FUN!

MICRO BOATS...

Don’t look it up!!
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S tingray’s 234LR Sport Deck is
part of the builder’s newest
generation of boats that gives

buyers the option of using outboard
power for the first time since the late
1990s. And like their sterndrive coun-
terparts, the Stingray outboards are
faster than anything else in their
class.

Unique Factor
      The 234LR Sport Deck features
one of the most thoughtfully
designed bow sections in the busi-
ness. Few companies have managed
to integrate an anchor locker and a
bow boarding ladder into one com-
partment, but Stingray’s engineers
managed to pull off this feat by put-
ting the ladder on a sliding track, so
that the anchor can be deployed easi-
ly without interference. Just behind
the anchor locker is another com-
partment that holds a pair of stan-
dard-sized fenders. Neither ultra-

wide hatch lid rattles thanks to the
massive rubber receivers that grip
the latching posts firmly when the
hatches are closed. That firm grip
made the hatches a little difficult to
open, but a little dab of silicone
grease should alleviate this. To keep
the compartments’ interior clean,
there is a standard bow shower for
hosing off the anchor or the feet of
people who have been exploring the
beach. Another standout feature is
the wide flat section with a step-up,
which provides easy and safe bow
boarding and has a cooler under-
neath for hydrating the bow riders. 
      Because the width is carried far
forward, there’s a huge amount of
room in front of the consoles, and
reclining passengers will find com-
fortable backrests and well-placed
grabrails for safety. Also adding to
security is the bow compartment’s
depth, so even if the driver decides to
pull some hard Gs, the riders stay safe.

Performance
      The new outboard-powered
234LR is the sister boat to the popu-
lar 235DR, which uses a sterndrive
propulsion system. Because stern-
drive-powered boats now have a
mandate to include catalytic con-
verters, which cost more money,
Stingray wanted to offer an outboard
version that hits a better price point
yet is still ecologically friendly. An
added bonus is that many coastal
boaters prefer outboards, so this is a
win-win for them. Although the
234LR is powered by a 250 hp
Yamaha V-6, its performance wasn’t
too far removed from the V-8-pow-
ered sterndrive. And as you would
expect from Stingray, it’s fast.
      The Yamaha F250 on the transom
is the older 3.3L model instead of the
newer V6 Offshore and VMAX SHO
series of outboards, which boast a
larger 4.2L engine block. The new-
generation Yamahas are character-
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ized by an incredible holeshot and
even outperform two-strokes, so see-
ing the older-generation outboards
was a surprise, since Stingray is so
performance oriented. But since
Stingray is also budget conscious,
there are a couple of advantages to
the 3.3L F250: less cost and slightly
better fuel economy than the bigger-
block fire breather. As it turns out, we
didn’t have to worry about perform-
ance. Time to plane was a ripping 2.8
seconds, and we reached 30 mph in
6.0 seconds. Top speed was an
impressive 56.9 mph, just 2.5 mph
slower than the 235DR powered with
the 320 hp Volvo Penta 5.7L GXi. If
you prefer another powerplant, you
can get the 234LR rigged with most
popular brands of outboards.

Handling
      We tested the 234LR on Lake
Robinson, just outside Hartsville,
S.C., where the state-of-the-art
Stingray factory is located. Cool and
breezy conditions gave us a good
chance to wring out the 23-foot, 8-
inch hull, which tipped the scales at
3,040 pounds. Once on plane and
properly trimmed, the boat handled
a number of “happy speeds,” whether
loafing along at 32 mph at 3500 rpm
or at 42 mph while turning 4500 rpm.
The one thing that was constant was
the excellent tracking that requires
little steering-wheel input at every
velocity, including top speed.
      The standard hydraulic tilt steer-
ing gave us a steady feel and allowed
us to whip the 234LR into hard turns
easily. The boat displayed only mod-
erate lean-in when we cranked it to
the stops and carved a perfect arc
with no surprises. The 19 degrees of
deadrise at the stern gave us a better
ride in the choppier sections of the
lake than many other deckboats,
which typically have a flatter hull. 

Best Uses
      There’s not much in the way of
fun-in-the-sun activities that the
234LR can’t handle. As a
cruiser/entertainer, it has plenty of
passenger seating on the L-lounge
and bow section, which are uphol-

stered in 36-ounce premium foam-
backed vinyl coated with PreFixx pro-
tectant to resist scuffing and staining.
To take care of your refreshment
needs, there’s a 25-quart carry-on
cooler in addition to the one in the
bow. The standard table can be posi-
tioned in the cockpit or bow to meet
your snack-presentation needs. A
large head compartment with a cor-
ner-opening door helps cut the teth-
er from shore, and the standard Porta
Potti with level indicator can even be
upgraded to include a dockside
pumpout.
      Because the 234LR started life as a
sterndrive, there’s a huge bonus stor-
age compartment where the V-8
engine used to go, which means you
can even pack bulky items such as
skis, wakeboards and inflatable
tubes, which you blow up on the lake
with a pump plugged into the stan-
dard 12v outlet.

Preferred Setup
      For slaloming and tube towing,
there’s an optional ski pylon that’s tall
enough to clear the outboard, but if
you are a multi-watersport fan, there
is also a tower option for gaining
some altitude and attitude. A nice
touch is that you can still use the
Bimini top with the tower, which
often isn’t the case.
      Stingray gives you a huge head
start on optioning your boat with its
Convenience Package, which
includes $4,128 worth of features —
at no extra cost — that are often
options on other boats. With the
Convenience Package comes items
such as a second shower in the stern,
indirect cockpit LED lighting, an
upscale MB Quart stereo system and
helm features such as an hourmeter,
a compass, twin bucket seats with
bolsters and side window vents, just
to name a few. A thoughtful option is
an adjustable-height pedestal for the
bucket seats. 
      Other than optional graphics and
hull color stripes, only a few options
are needed to take the 234LR to its
full potential. Trim tabs ensure you’re
always running level and can allow
you to stay on plane at ridiculously

slow speeds in case things get really
rough, and Stingray offers both
hydraulic or electric tab choices.
Filler cushions for the cockpit walk-
through and bow section add to the
overall room and create two roomy
sunning areas. 
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S P E C I F I C AT I O N S

Length                                             23 ft., 8 in
Beam                                                8 ft., 5 in.
Deadrise                                        19 degrees
Capacity                         12 people/2,535 lbs. 
Dry Weight                                     3,040 lbs.
Fuel Capacity                                      57 gals.
Max HP                                                      250

P E R F O R M A N C E

                            mph          rpm              dBA
Peak                   56.9        6000                94
Cruise                 25.9        3000                81
Time to Plane                                    2.8 secs.
Time to 30 mph                                6.0 secs.

P O W E R

Test                                           Yamaha F250
Cylinders                                                    V-6
Displacement                                           3.3L
Weight w/outdrive                             608 lbs.
WOT Range                           5000-6000 rpm
Base Price w/test power                  $52,444

VA L U E - A D D E D  S TA N D A R D
F E AT U R E S

Bimini top, cockpit table, Italian tilt steering
wheel, LED interior lighting, Porta Potti

M U S T- H AV E  O P T I O N S

Trailer, trim tabs, wakeboard tower, snap-in
carpeting, digital depthfinder

B U I L D E R :

Stingray Boats, stingrayboats.com

FINANCING: $376/month w/15%
down and 6% interest for 15 years
$

Scan the QR code to watch a 
video of this boat.
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tested Stingray 234LR

What We Liked:
• Bow and stern boarding ladders
• Huge head compartment
• Performance and handling
• Abundance of comfortable

 seating
• Large storage compartments

What We Would Change:
We wish it had some rod holders
and a livewell for those times when
we want to wet a hook.

Why We Bought It:
Our previous boat was a Concept 36
offshore fishing boat, but we were
looking to downsize to something

we could easily trailer
and was easier on the
wallet at the gas pump.
My brother has had his
Stingray since 1988
and been very pleased
with it. I’ve been on it
and liked it as well, so we bought the
234LR with a Yamaha 250 outboard
engine, which we prefer for the shal-
low waters of the Gulf coast, just
north of Tampa. We also have a
condo in St. Augustine on the
Atlantic side of Florida, and we can
tow the boat when we visit there. We
like to cruise with our friends to
nearby places such as Tarpon

Springs and Venice and pull it up on
the sandbars to hang out with other
boaters. We occasionally like to fish
when we head north to Homosassa
Springs or Crystal River. We have
four grown kids and three grand-
kids, and we want to teach the little
ones how to ski this summer. BW

Owner Feedback
Van and Jo-Z Wilder, Brooksville, Fla.
PURCHASED AT SOURCE 1 MARINE, HUDSON, FLA.

IN  BRIEF :

FEATURES
1  Tall windshield provides excellent pro-
tection 
2  Wide bow walk-through makes board-
ing easy 
3  Ski locker stays open for easy loading 
4  Head compartment is large enough for
adults 
5  Bow compartment holds two fenders 
6  Wet bar has a standard 25-quart Igloo
cooler
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