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By Jonathan Lee

Stingray
DC

2016
REVIEW

Showing the same drive
that first helped the company get off  the 
ground back in 1979, Stingray Boats ushers 
in 2016 with a product mix that reveals its 
ongoing commitment to quality and perfor-
mance. The Hartsville, South Carolina boat 
builder’s humble origins began with just two 
molds and few skilled craftsmen in those early 
days. Growing over the decades, the company 

now offers more than 20 models, ranging from 
18 to 25 feet in length.

Like most manufacturers, each year Stingray 
invites its dealer network to come see its latest 
new boat concepts. Rather than resting on its 
laurels, the fibreglass boat maker made several 
big announcements, including new models as 
well as a freshly inked deal with Suzuki Marine 
as an ongoing OEM partner.

Providing a preview of  what that new rela-
tionship would equate to on the water, Sting-
ray’s introduced its new 201 DC. Built on the 
same hull as its existing 192 SC deck boat, 
the 201 DC gains one major new feature that 
makes it better suited to boating in Canada, a 
full windshield. 
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Our 20-foot, one-inch long test model also 
featured Stringray’s new hull colour option, 
‘Dove’ grey, which complements the boat’s tan 
and white stain-resistant upholstery. Speaking 
of  the hull, Stingray backs all of  its new mod-
els with a three-year hull blister plan and five-
year hull protection warranty.

It’s obvious that Stingray has put a great deal 
of  thought into the layout of  the vessel, which 
is made evident by how easily one can board 
the 201 DC to utilize its surplus of  onboard 
space. The wide forward platform offers an 
easy spot to step aboard, which is further 
enhanced by a large center walkthrough and 
step that provides obstruction-free access to 
the bow. Up here you’ll find a covered anchor 

locker that can also include a bow telescoping 
swim ladder, a nice option when you have a full 
complement.

At the stern, the 201’s swim platform pro-
vides another easy access point as well as a star-
board side walkthrough to the cockpit.

This boat is clearly made for entertaining, 
accommodating up to 10 passengers on its gen-
erous plush seating. Two loungers are located 
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1] Stingray’s spacious 201 DC lets you keep an eye on the progress of water skiers from its 
rear-facing lounger. After the fun, wash up at the sink for a snack from either the removable 
(below the sink) or built-in (in the bow step) cooler.

in the bow, each coming with an armrest and 
grab handle (for a more secure feeling in high-
speed turns). Both seats feature vented storage 
beneath the cushions. The bow also has an 
in-floor mount to position the removable oval 
wood grain finish table on an aluminum post. 
It can also be moved further back in the boat 
near the cockpit’s stern bench where you’ll find 
another in-floor mount.

In the cockpit, a rear-facing lounger is the 
ideal spot to observe a water skier. Here the 
rider is also provided an armrest and handle. 
Just behind the lounger headrest is an optional 
freshwater sink and removable Igloo cooler 
(part of  the Convenience Package), perfect for 
boaters seeking to wash up before enjoying 
lunch at anchor – bon appetite. 

Across from the lounger is an adjustable 
Captain’s chair with bolster, which thoughtfully 
swings to face other passengers when the driv-
ing is done. 

Behind the Captain’s chair is an L-shaped 
lounger that’s split by the earlier mentioned 
aft walkthrough. The seat closest to the driver 
covers a bin that is capable of  concealing an 
optional portable toilet (a must for any long 
day on the water). Passengers in the rearmost 
seating are provided four cup holders that are 
recessed into the fibreglass supporting the 
backrest.

Adding to the aesthetics, opting for the 
stainless steel package is relatively inexpensive 
(US $115) and nicely augments the boat’s horn 
cover, cup holders, windshield supports and 
dash rail.

1]

FULL SERVICE & PARTS DEPT.
BOAT TOPS & CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
5781-Hwy #7, Woodbridge, ON
(905) 851-3903  (416) 740-3244

leisuremarine.com

3] Chrome rimmed, black-on-white ana-
logue gauges nicely complement the 201’s 
interior design, especially if you opt for the 
stainless steel package. An optional depth 
finder with alarm can warn you if you ven-
ture into shallow water. 

2] All the essentials for monitoring and oper-
ating the boat are found at the helm. Sting-
ray provides a large open area on the dash 
for installing the chartplotter of your choice.

2]

3]
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2016 STINGRAY 201 DC
Length:  20’ 1”
Beam:  8’ 4”
Weight:  2,800 lbs. (w/115hp)
Fuel Capacity:  174L/46 gal.
Water Capacity:  11L/3 gal. 
 (49L/13 gal. optional)
Passenger Capacity:  10
Power (as reviewed):  Suzuki 140hp
Power (max):  175hp
Price (as reviewed):  US $41,369
Price (base w/140hp):  US $34,286
Quoted setup may not be exactly as depicted in photos. Prices 
are subject to currency fluctuations and do not include freight, 
PDI or additional optional equipment.

REVIEW BOAT PROVIDED BY
Stingray Boats
625 Railroad Ave.
Hartsville, SC
(843) 383-4507
www.stingrayboats.com 

4] With its large protective windshield to shelter passengers from cold air, Stingray’s 201 DC 
is well suited for Canadians boating early or late in the season.

5] A foldout, telescoping ladder is found 
on the swim platform. Back here you’ll also 
notice  two flip-up compartments with small 
removable storage bins. Lifting the bins out 
provides maintenance access.

At the helm, an open spot allows boaters to 
choose the electronics package of  their pref-
erence, rather than restrict them to a poten-
tially dated factory-installed option. However, 
the 201 does provide all the essential gauges 
(speedometer, tachometer, trim, fuel, volt and 
(optionally) a depth finder). Playing music from 
your smart device is made easy via the auxiliary 
input found here. You can keep it charged too 
with the nearby 12V outlet (Convenience Pack-
age). If  you upgrade to the Marine Audio Blue-
tooth stereo, you can link up wirelessly to push 
sound out to the boat’s four premium marine 
speakers. A convenient stereo remote is located 
up in the bow on the starboard side.

Bolted to our test model was a 140hp Suzuki 
outboard, the package Stingray anticipates will 
become one of  the most appealing for consum-
ers, based on a balance of  performance versus 
cost. In an effort to capture a larger number of  
Stingray transoms, Suzuki has aggressively priced 
its 140 to make it closer to that of  115hp out-
boards offered by its competitors. 

During water trials, our 201’s Z-Plane hull, 

with its 20-degree deadrise, effortlessly cut 
through the waters at Stringray’s testing area on 
Lake Robinson. Our Suzuki 140hp outboard 
was turning a 21-pitch aluminum prop and 
achieved plane in 4.17 seconds. A top speed 
of  40 mph at 6,000 rpm was achieved with a 
single passenger, half  a tank of  fuel in calm 
water conditions. While decelerating, the boat 
comes off  plane at around 3,000 rpm. Han-
dling was predictable throughout a series of  
turning manoeuvres at various speeds. While 
I was impressed with the performance of  our 
140hp outboard, I would be very interested to 
see what our 201 could achieve with a max-
rated 175hp outboard.

Regardless of  which power option consumers 
select, the 201 DC offers an impressive list of  
standard and optional amenities that will allow 
them to fully indulge in a wide range of  boating 
activities this season. Considering the volume of  
features Stingray’s 201 DC provides combined 
with its highly competitive price point, it easily 
ranks as one of  the best value-for-your-dollar 
purchases in my books.

4]

5]

POWER   & performance
RPM   SPEED (GPS)
rpm            mph
3,500    18
4,000 25
4,500 28
5,000 32
5,500 36
6,000 40
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