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When Canadians are deter-
mined to get out on the water, not even 
slightly chilly early or late season temperatures 
can prevent that from happening. To help 
cope with colder conditions out on the water, 
boaters primarily rely on the protective barrier 
provided by their boat’s windshield.

Responding to the needs of  seasonal boat-
ers, for 2016 Stingray Boats adds two new 
windshield-equipped models to its growing 
deck boat line. With the addition of  Stingray’s 
four newest deck boats (two of  which don’t 
have windshields), the boat builder’s lineup 
now consists of  some 24 different models 
ranging from 18 to 25 feet in length.

At its dealer meeting last summer, the 
Hartsville, South Carolina-based fibreglass 

boat builder unveiled its new 19-foot, one-
inch long 191 DC (dual console) as well as 
slightly larger 201 DC (covered in our last 
issue: Boatguide winter 2016).

Boaters love to share their on-water experi-
ences with others and that’s exactly what deck 
boats are all about. If  you’re among those that 
enjoy taking friends and family out to experi-
ence the boating lifestyle, likely you’ve come 
to realize the limitations of  your vessel when 
it comes to accommodating passengers and 
gear. If  you’ve ever experienced ‘two-foot-itis’ 
and considered upgrading to a larger-sized 
boat, but aren’t willing to give up on the looks 
and handling offered by a V-bottom fibreglass 
hull, Stringray’s 191 DC might be right up 
your alley.

Offering an impressive maximum passen-

ger capacity of  nine, the 191 DC presents its 
occupants with plenty of  elbowroom as well 
as a surplus of  boating features. The boat fea-
tures a deep cockpit and bow, which provides 
extra reassurance for parents planning to bring 
little ones along.

Our test model was powered by Mercury’s 
efficient yet powerful 90hp, 2.1L four-cylinder 
outboard with Command Thrust technology. 
The Command Thrust gearcase is designed 
to improve boat handling, assist vessels to 
achieve plane more quickly at slower speeds 
and improve overall acceleration. Combined 
with Stingray’s trademark – and efficient – 
Z-Plane hull design, our 191 DC demo boat 
was delivering the type acceleration and speed 
numbers more typically expected from a 
115hp engine. 

70-73 REVIEW - Stingray 191DC.indd   7070-73 REVIEW - Stingray 191DC.indd   70 2016-05-31   10:24 AM2016-05-31   10:24 AM



Summer 2016 | Boatguide  71

2016
REVIEW

70-73 REVIEW - Stingray 191DC.indd   7170-73 REVIEW - Stingray 191DC.indd   71 2016-05-31   10:24 AM2016-05-31   10:24 AM



72  Boatguide | Summer 2016

2016
REVIEW

1] Pack all the drinks and snacks you’ll need for the day in 
the removable cooler, which can be neatly stowed beneath 
the stern bench.

2] Up at the helm, the driver is provided a clean, intuitive layout as 
well as protection by the full, walkthrough windshield.

1] 2]

Boaters seeking value for their dollar will 
also appreciate extent of  the 191 DC’s perfor-
mance and competitive pricing in relation to 
competitors’ deck models. Stingray conducts 
its own in-house testing and boldly promotes 
the results on its webpage.

Looking at a base 191 DC package, the boat 
comes standard with a three-year hull blister 
protection plan, five-year hull warranty, 500 gph 
bilge pump, a stainless steel aft boarding ladder 
and cleats, backlit instrumentation and circuit 
breakers, and power trim and tilt steering.

It would seem the new deck boat is already 
gaining traction in Canada. Bill Parks, Owner 
of  Rosseau Road Powersports and Marine in 
Parry Sound, Ontario, says he’s already sold 
several 191 DCs packaged with 115hp engines. 
“It has an amazing amount of  usable space 
inside, yet handles very well,” says Park. “We’ve 
been selling models because it’s a nice compro-
mise of  a performance boat and pontoon.”

Stepping aboard the 191 DC, the vessel 
features a large unobstructed cockpit featur-
ing a pair of  swiveling captain’s chairs and a 
large aft L-shaped seating area. A walkthrough 
step divides the L-shaped seating and provides 
easy access to two decent sized swim steps 
on either side of  the outboard. The value of  
being able to easily walk from a boat’s swim 
platform up to the bow should always be 
taken into consideration, and the 191 DC 
shines in this regard. Forward of  the cockpit, 
the walkthrough windshield leads to the bow, 
which features twin loungers and a large built-

in cooler with drain. For the best afternoons 
under sunny skies, fill the coolers with ice, 
drinks and snacks and you’re set for an epic 
day of  cruising or lounging in a quiet bay.

Our vessel featured two-toned, white and 
black, upholstery made from Nano-Block 
stain-resistant vinyl, which should help keep 
the boat looking great for years. To further 
enhance the boat’s cosmetics, Stingray offers 
a stainless steel upgrade package that includes 
the horn cover, 11 cup holders, windshield 
supports and four grab handles (two in the 
cockpit and two in the bow).

Generous storage is found under the but-
ton-down cockpit seat cushions in the bow and 
cockpit as well as within the in-floor locker. An 
optional, removable cooler can be added beneath 
the stern bench. Under the starboard cockpit 
bench, beneath the seat cushion, more storage 
space is provided as well as a battery tray.

On the swim step, a three-wrung ladder 
allows swimmers or water skiers to easily 
climb back aboard the boat when its time to 
head back to the marina.

At the helm, the driver is provided an unclut-
tered layout that features two prominent gauges 
(a speedometer and tachometer), an optional 
stereo remote, horn and series of  rockers 
switch with breakers immediately below. 

On the passenger side is a locking glove 
box for storing smaller items that need to be 
kept dry.

Cosmetically, the 191 DC is offered with 
an optional half  stripe colour band stretch-

ing the length of  both sides of  the boat. Our 
test model is shown in black, which went well 
with the upholstery, Bimini top boot and black 
Mercury outboard bolted to the transom. But 
then again, everything goes with black.

Stingray has also made the wise move of  
offering boaters the option of  removable snap-
in seagrass flooring, a trend that more and 
more boat builders are adopting over snap-in 
carpet. While seagrass carpeting is a must have 
in my opinion, other boaters may instead opt 
for the 191’s other customizable options. Other 
‘must-have’ items boaters should seriously con-
sider adding to improve their boating experi-
ence include: a Marine Audio Bluetooth stereo, 
Bimini top for sun protection, 12V charger at 
the dash for phone charging, LED docking 
lights, a removable stainless steel ski tow pole 
for watersports, tilt steering, bow/cockpit cov-
ers, battery charger, battery switch and digital 
depth finder with alarm.

Stingray also offers a fishing package for 
the angler(s) in the family, which adds a troll-
ing motor mount, harness and plug, a fishing 
seat for the bow and stainless steel rod holders 
at the stern.

Taking our 191 DC out for a ride was a 
pleasure. Our test boat’s 90hp Mercury out-
board was introduced in 2014. Spinning a 
19-pitch  prop, our 2.1L outboard had our 
191 DC up on plane in about 3.0 seconds and 
achieved a top speed of  42mph at 5,740 rpm 
during our test. Fuel efficiency at wide-open 
throttle was 8.4 gallons per hour (gph).
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STINGRAY 191 DC
Length: 19’ 1”
Beam: 7’ 6”
Dry Weight (approx.): 2,000 lbs. 
 (w/90hp engine)
Fuel Capacity: 79L / 21 gal.
Passenger Capacity: 9
Deadrise: 19º
Max Draft (drive down): 28 inches
Max Draft (drive up): 13 inches
Power (as reviewed): Mercury 90hp
Max Power: 115hp
Price (as reviewed w/90hp): $42,300 
Price (base w/90hp engine): $36,500 

Quoted setup may not be exactly as depicted in photos. Prices 
are subject to currency fluctuations and do not include freight, 
PDI or additional optional equipment.

REVIEW BOAT PROVIDED BY
Stingray Boats
625 Railroad Ave.
Hartsville, SC
(843) 383-4507
www.stingrayboats.com

5] Chrome-rimmed gauges displaying 
speed and rpm are found at the helm. Here 
you’ll also find an optional stereo remote 
and 12V charging outlet.

4] A built-in cooler in the bow serves as the 
perfect spot to keep drinks and snacks cold 
for the journey.

3] Equipped with Mercury’s 2.1L 90hp four-stroke, our 191 DC achieved performance 
numbers more typically delivered by a 115hp engine.

3]

5]

4]

Operating the boat at wide-open throttle 
as well as in tight turns at speed was stable, 
predictable and a whole lot of  fun. While 
decelerating, the boat comes off  plane at 
about 3,000 rpm. 

The 191’s Ideal cruising speed felt com-
fortable around 27 mph at 4,000 rpm, which 
consumed a much more reasonable – and 
affordable – 3.8 gph. If  you need to reach a 
more distant location on your lake, at 5,000 
rpm the engine consumed about 6.0 gph 

and moved the boat along at a brisk 36 mph. 
Adding the 191 DC to its lineup was 

an excellent move by Stingray. Offering a 
respectable balance of  space, performance 
and affordability, it’s is sure to catch the 
interest of  existing runabout owners who 
are looking to upgrade to a larger-sized 
vessel for entertaining. For those looking 
to break into the sport, the boat can be 
equipped with all the essentials without 
breaking the bank. 

TOP SPEED (GPS)
rpm mph
5,740 42POWER   

& performance

RPM & SPEED         (GPS)
rpm            mph
3,500 23
4,000 27
4,500       32
5,000 36

IDEAL CRUISING SPEEDS  (GPS)
rpm  mph
4,000  27
4,500  32

SINGLE 

MERCURY
2.1L 90 HP four cylinder
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