
For the 12.4 million Canadians who par-
ticipate in boating each year, there are few things more 
exciting than the thought of  taking advantage of  a warm 
sunny day on the water made possible by a clean fibreglass 
hull set for its season-first ‘splash’. Invite your friends for 
a cruise around the lake, try out a new fishing spot, take 
the kids swimming, pull a goofy new water toy, drop your 
hook in a quiet bay to enjoy snack, soak up the sun, or do 
it all – it’s up to you.

Approximately six million Canadians own a watercraft 
in Canada, and if  you’re not among them, make this the 
year you discover boating. If  you are a boater already, 
perhaps you’re searching for a new vessel that meets your 
specific needs. Versatility is a critical aspect boat builders 
incorporate into their newest designs. However, if  you’re 
considering a one-size-fits-all model, remain vigilant that 
you’re not compromising features for the activities most 
important to you or your family members. Take fishing for 
instance. Just because a vessel has a livewell, doesn’t mean 
it’s suited for dedicated anglers. At the same time, if  you 
only a cast a line casually for the company of  your crew, 
you might pass on the downriggers and power poles. 

Last year at its dealer meeting, Stingray Boats, a Harts-
ville, South Carolina-based fibreglass boat builder, intro-
duced a whole new boat category, the centre console deck 
boat. In essence, the series offers the exceptional elbow-
room and capacity of  a deck boat while incorporating 
the fishing attributes of  a centre console. The company’s 
foray into the new category sends a strong message that it 
is serious about meeting the needs of  anglers.

Really, it shouldn’t come as a surprise. After all, Stingray 
has been working to meet the needs of  boaters since 1979, 
offering more than 20 different models ranging from 19 
to 25 feet. Its new centre console deck models include the 
21-foot, one-inch long 206cc as well as the slightly smaller 
19-foot, one-inch long 186cc (covered in our previous 
issue of  Boatguide winter 2017). Following a positive dealer 
and consumer response to these new models, Stingray 
may very well expand the series.

I was itching to see how successful the company was at 
amalgamating the two vessel categories. Stepping aboard 
the 206cc, the first thing I noticed was how much open 
space is offered within the vessel’s interior, be it for pursu-
ing a 360-degree fight with a fish around the centre con-
sole or comfortably accommodating a party of  passengers 
for an on-water adventure.  

At the main console, the driver is provided a wide 
bench with adjustable leaning post/backrest, so you can 
steer the 206cc from either a standing or sitting position. 
A stainless steel steering wheel with spinner knob allows 
the driver to bend the vessel to his or her will. The knob 
is a nice touch, making it a little easier to turn the wheel 
for quick manoeuvers at speed. Grip handles and the tem-

pered safety glass windshield frame are also made from 
316 stainless steel, as are the twin on-dash cup holders 
and six rod holders built into the helm’s base (standard 
console). 

On the uncluttered dash, two chrome-finish gauges on 
the left display speed, RPM, battery charge and fuel level 
(standard console). Up here, a 12V outlet, USB plug-in 
and 3.5mm stereo jack are provided. Stingray leaves a large 
open area to the right where the user can choose to install 
an up to 10-inch chartplotter/fish finder of  their choice. 
This helps keep the overall boat package more affordable 
and prevents older electronics, which evolve so quickly, 
from becoming dated and unwanted options in the long 
run. An easy-to-use Marine Audio 160W Bluetooth stereo 
had tunes playing from my phone within a couple minutes 
of  manual-free experimentation. Below that is a line of  
rocker switches with breakers that offers control over 
the horn, bilge pump, accessory functions and interior/
exterior lights. A separate row of  rocker switches is found 
next to the ignition for controlling the 206cc’s livewells. 

The 206cc’s centre console can optionally be upgraded 
(US $1,845) to a taller, larger Deluxe Console, which fea-
tures an attractive dark panel, two stainless steel cup hold-
ers, an LED cockpit light, a flip-up storage 
panel (also serving as a footrest), 
and a 58-inch tall compartment 
that can be upgraded with the 
addition of  the Porta Potti 
option – easily making this 
one of  the most popular add-
ons available for the 206cc. The 
upgraded console again features a solid, 
tempered safety glass windshield, which 
is certainly more preferable than one made from 
plastic, which can gradually scuff  and discolour over 
time. 

It’s easy to envision the 206cc as appealing to cottage 
boaters seeking a vessel that they can take out to tar-
get their favourite game fish while offering the capacity 
needed for hauling groceries or other large items to-and-
from town. An optional Sunbrella Bimini top with stain-
less steel frame offers good clearance when standing. It 
also provides critical protection from the sun on those 
really hot days without hindering visibility. This is a nice 
alternative to the traditional centre console T-top, which 
can be difficult to accommodate in smaller boathouses 
and can pose a clearance challenge under low bridges, 
especially when water levels have been so high in many 
parts of  Canada this season. Stingray recently revealed 
that a folding arch wakeboard tower is also now optionally 
available for the 206cc, providing a sportier look. 

Up front in the bow is a pair of  loungers with back-
rests, something not found on the smaller 186cc. With the 
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 A 64-litre livewell is concealed within the 
seat forward of the main console.

 Twin flip-up jump seats and a removable 
cooler help make the 206cc an ideal family 
day boat. 

 Removing the bow seat cushions provides 
a large forward casting deck, perfect for 
enjoying a little impromtu fishing. 
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seat cushions in place, this space adds to the 
206cc’s versatility as an everyday family boat, 
providing extra space for passengers to enjoy 
front row seats as you skip across the lake. 
Alternatively, pull out the cushions for more 
casting deck space as well as a spot to add a 
pedestal fishing seat. Below the bow casting 
platform you’ll find twin storage compart-
ments for all your gear, centered by an anchor 
locker. An optional motor mount and harness 
can be added up here if  you have or plan pur-
chase a trolling motor. 

The back of  the boat can be configured 
based on usage. Twin flip-up jump seats pro-
vide the 206cc an everyday family boat con-
figuration or drop down for more casting 
space as well as easy access to the swim plat-
forms. A handy 48-quart removable Igloo 
cooler is located under the bench centring 
the two jump seats. Additionally, beneath the 
jump seats you’ll find more storage, with a 
three-gallon bucket found under the port seat 
and space for your operating battery under the 
starboard seat.

When your favourite aquatic species comes 
into season, the 206cc is ready for action, 
offering two blue-tinted livewells with fric-
tion hinges to keep the lids open – an espe-
cially nice touch when trying to nab slippery 
baitfish. One livewell is found below the seat 
in front of  the console (64 litres) and the 
other contained beneath the driver’s bench (98 
litres). These can also double as coolers, add-
ing to the vessel’s versatility.

In additional to the stainless steel vertical 
rod holders built into the main console and 
along the 206cc’s stern, horizontal rod stor-
age is offered under the gunnels on both sides 
(two per side). Bolsters run along both sides 
of  the boat, providing comfortable areas to 
lean against when retrieving a catch from the 
water. 

After a full day of  dealing with bait and fish 
bits, the 206cc features a self-bailing deck (two 
in-floor drains at the back of  the cockpit), 
allowing for fast cleanups at the end of  the 
day as well as the draining of  excess water if  
you’re caught in poor weather. Anglers should 
also appreciate how easy it is to unclog the 
boat’s stern drains. If  build up has reduced the 
effectiveness of  your cockpit drains, simply 
remove the twist drain covers, extract the rub-
ber ball and clear out the obstruction.

Anglers comparing the 206cc to other cen-
tre console vessels this size range should note 
Stingray’s abundance of  built-in tackle storage. 
Mirrored tray storage compartments are found 
just ahead of  the main console below a pair of  
compact draining bins with countertop covers. 
Each compartment holds three small trays, 
which can be filled with all your different 
lures, baits, weights, hooks, leaders, snaps and 
line. Yet another tray storage compartment is 
found at the helm, just below the ignition.

Even with all its fishing friendly features, 
when it’s time to make way for weekend fun 
with the family, the 206cc offers the space 
and amenities for plenty of  leisurely on-water 

 With the bow cushions in place and jump 
seats flipped up, the 206cc is ready to meet 
the needs of family boaters. 

 An optional Bimini top offers excellent sun 
protection on those sweltering days. 
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activities. Lounge in the sun, pull a snack out 
from the cooler and enjoy a meal together, 
drop anchor for refreshing swim, or cue up 
your playlist to add a little energy to your 
cruise while the wind blows through your 
hair. Optionally, a stainless steel ski pole can 
be added for pulling a skier.

Powered by Suzuki’s 2.9L DF 150TX 
four-stroke outboard spinning a three-blade 
stainless steel 15x23 prop , Stingray’s 206 
CC achieved plane in 3.1 seconds with one 
passenger and a full tank of  fuel in calm 
water. At wide-open throttle and the proper 
trim adjustment, my demo 206cc topped 
out at 49 mph according to GPS. Reduc-
ing speed and conserving fuel, the 206cc’s 
hull was able to stay on plane at as little as 
2,600 rpm. However, the vessel cruised most 
comfortably at 31mph at 4,000 rpm, con-
suming 6.7 gph of  fuel while delivering 4.6 
mpg. For those seeking even more perfor-
mance from Stingray’s renowned and highly 
capable Z-Plane Hull – and are willing to 
pay a little extra – opt for 206cc’s max-rated 
200hp outboard option. The power boost 
should shave a half  second off  plane time 
as well as achieve a top speed slightly north 
of  52 mph.

Handling was crisp and responsive. Sting-
ray optionally offers the 206cc with hydraulic 
steering package. Considering how much fun 
it is to manoeuver the Z-Plane hull through 
the water, I would highly recommend con-
sidering this upgrade to further enhance this 

fundamental joy of  boat ownership.
By introducing its new series of  deck cen-

tre consoles, Stingray has ventured into new 
territory, meeting what it sees as the evolving 
needs of  modern-day boaters. While centre 
consoles have long dominated the southern 
US market, it’s easy to see the appeal the 
206cc may have for Canadians seeking the 
amenities and finish of  a fibreglass deck 
boat for the family, while working in the 
serious fishing advantages of  a centre con-
sole. Canadian Stingray dealers have already 
begun dabbling in the category and have 
been pleasantly surprised by interest shown 
by consumers. If  fishing is a major part of  
your on-water endeavours, or you would 
like it to be without sacrificing the most 
important family features, seek out a Sting-
ray dealer to find out more about this excit-
ing and versatile new category. 

 Stingray’s spacious 206cc offers plenty of rod storage as well as room to pursue a hooked fish 
around the boat. 

 Upgrade to the larger Deluxe Console to 
add a 58-inch tall compartment that can be 
equipped with a Porta Potti.

 

Summer 2017 | Boatguide  73

2017
REVIEW

STINGRAY 206 CC
Length: 20’ 1”
Beam: 8’ 4”
Dry Weight: 2,700 lbs. (w/140 lb. engine)
Fuel Capacity: 174L/46 gal.
Passenger Capacity: 9
Deadrise: 20º
Power (as tested): Suzuki 150hp
Power (Max): 200hp
Retail Price
(base 115hp Suzuki outboard):  $48,995   
Retail Price
(as reviewed with Yamaha 150 with 17 SS 
prop and trailer):  see dealer

Quoted setup may not be exactly as depicted in photos. Prices 
are subject to currency fluctuations and do not include freight, 
PDI or additional optional equipment.

REVIEW BOAT PROVIDED BY
Stingray Boats
625 Railroad Ave. 
Hartsville, SC
(843) 383-4507
www.stingrayboats.com





POWER   & performance
RPM & SPEED          (GPS)
rpm            mph
3,000  20
3,500 26
4,000 31
4,500 35
5,000 41
5,500 49
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