
It’s an all too familiar scenario for family boaters. 
He wants to hunt and capture fish with an arsenal of  the 
latest fish-tracking electronics, while she wants to eliminate 
tan lines under the sun on a gorgeous summer followed by 
a picnic set to the backdrop of  the kids’ laughter.

Husbands and wives who have opposing philosophies 
on what constitutes a fun day of  boating might be able 
to come to a consensus when it comes to Stingray’s new 
186cc. Following the company’s highly successful venture 
into the deck boat market a few years ago, the Hartsville, 
South Carolina-based boat builder follows up with two of  
its first-ever crossover centre console deck models for 2017 
(the 186cc and 206cc). 

Ask anyone working for Stingray and they’ll tell you that 
the 186cc isn’t officially a ‘centre console’ per say. Rather, 
they’ll tell you it’s more of  a deck boat, catering to the 
needs of  families seeking a little fun while retaining the 
important things an angler needs. 

The 186cc’s sleek fibreglass hull is derived from Sting-
ray’s existing 182 SC deck boat, measuring 19-feet, one-inch 
in length with a 90-inch (seven-foot, six-inch) beam, pro-
viding generous space for up to seven passengers. At 2,300 
lbs. in weight with its base 115hp motor, the vessel is also 
very manageable for a large variety of  tow vehicles. 

If  fishing is a hobby of  at least a few members of  your 
family, then the 186cc will do a much better job of  allowing 
you to enjoy this pastime than a traditional deck boat with 
a ‘fish package’. Fishing isn’t an 
afterthought, it’s 

part of  the 
186cc’s design, 
which includes 10 
stainless steel upright rod 
holders, space for a trolling 
motor, plenty of  casting space forward 
a back, a pair of  livewells, a tackle box stor-
age compartment and an easy-to-clean design after you’re 
done. Opting for a fibreglass hull instead of  aluminum deliv-
ers a better fit and finish – in most cases – and is more likely 
to meet the aesthetic preferences of  everyone in the family.

Those familiar with centre consoles may quickly notice 
that the 186cc doesn’t have a traditional T-top – nor is it 
offered optionally. Instead, Stingray equips the boat with a 
large Bimini, offering its passengers plenty of  protection 
from the sun on really hot days. T-tops certainly look cool, 
but for many Canadian cottager owners who store their 

vessels in a boathouse, the fold-down Bimini makes a lot 
more sense from a height clearance standpoint. Add to that, 
if  you’ve got a full compliment of  passengers, T-tops are 
often too small to provide shade for everyone aboard. 

As a true crossover, the 186cc strikes a nice balance of  
creature comforts with fishing features. The vessel pro-
vides an open, generous layout offering easy boarding and 
debarking as well as the ability to walk around the boat to 
fish in any direction. Stainless steel pop-up cleats keep the 
186cc’s gunnels obstruction free and offer one less thing 
for your line to get tangled up in or your foot to trip over. 

Stingray uses marine grade 316 stainless steel on several 
items throughout the boat (i.e. cleats, rod holders, wind-
shield frame, steering wheel, grab handles and drains), 
which better resists rusting over the years while adding a 
little ‘bling factor’ to the boat’s appearance.

General boaters and anglers will both appreciate how 
easy it is to move around the 186cc. Fishing from 
any direction is just one of  the main advan-
tages offered by a center console layout. Cast-
ing space is provided forward and back when 
seats are folded down and the compartment 
doors are closed. A non-skid surface adorns 
the gunnels and floor for added safety when 
things get wet.

In the bow, mirror-image storage (74 

qt. each) is found under a pair of  large lids on both sides, 
providing the perfect spot for storing larger bulkier items 
such as life jackets. Up here you’ll also find a center forward 
compartment with a notch that you can hook your anchor 
onto so it doesn’t bounce around while you’re underway.

At the helm, Stingray treats the driver to a real glass 
windshield by New Century Products at the helm. This is 
a nice touch considering that over time plastic windshields 
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Stingray

By Jonathan Lee

 Once you start using the leaning post, it’s 
hard to go back to sitting down.

 Plenty of seating is offered in the stern. Below 
the bench and seats you’ll find a cooler and 
more storage space.

 Under the forward casting deck is plenty of 
storage for larger items.
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can begin to scuff  as you clean them, making 
them harder to see through. The windshield 
provides the driver excellent protection from 
the breeze while underway. In fact, it provides 
a few extra inches of  wind deflection beyond 
its physical dimensions, increasing the driver’s 
area of  protection from those chilly breezes 
early or late in the season while seated.

Looking at the dash, the large stainless steel 
wheel has a steering knob, enhancing the driv-
er’s experience by making it easier to bend 
the 186 to the captain’s will in tight turns at 
speed. A large open space on the console is 
clearly intended to allow the user to add an up 
to a 10-inch GPS chartplotter, which is made 
easier by how neat Stingray has kept the boat’s 
wiring beneath the very accessible, flip-open 
console. Stingray dealers are quick to men-
tion they are fans of  how organized the boat 
builder has arranged the boat’s wiring, which 
is labeled every six to eight inches – making 
life a lot easier for dealers adding electronics 
to your boat or DIYers.

As far as Bluetooth stereos are concerned, 
Marine Audio’s 160W Bluetooth stereo is 
among one of  the easier brands to connect 
your phone to without reading the manual 
– it only took me a minute or two to figure 
out how to pair my smartphone before it was 
directing my music to the vessel’s four speakers. 

Also within the main console you’ll find 

two built-in fish tackle boxes within a covered 
compartment just below an acrylic cubbyhole 
with netting for your cell phone. A 12V plug is 
also found here along with a USB plug-in and 
3.5mm stereo jack.

At the stern, twin fold-down seats allow 
you to toggle the 186cc between its family and 
fish ‘modes’. Storage is found beneath each 
flip-up seat. Our test boat contained a battery 
on the starboard side and a bucket under the 
port seat. 

Flipping down the seats provides easier 
access to a pair of  walkthroughs to the boat’s 
swim steps. The starboard swim contains a 
three-rung, fold-down stainless steel ladder.

Within the stern center bench is a 48 qt. 
removable Igloo cooler, providing the perfect 
spot for keeping lunches or snacks after a 
full day of  fishing, cruising, skiing or tubing.  
Within the cooler compartment you’ll also 
find a holder for the optional ski pole and 
standard running light pole for use at night, 
neither of  which made any noise while our 
test boat was underway.

The boat’s centre console can be flipped 
open where you’ll find space for additional 
batteries, which is the ideal spot to add 
weight to the boat without adversely affecting 
performance. 

In total, the boat provides 10 stainless rod 
holders (six on in the console and four to stern). 

 Stingray’s 186cc offers plenty of rod stor-
age space throughout as well as the addition 
of the owner’s choice of chartplotter at the 
helm.

FULL SERVICE & PARTS DEPT.
BOAT TOPS & CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
5781-Hwy #7, Woodbridge, ON
(905) 851-3903 (416) 740-3244

leisuremarine.com
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